MEDIA RELEASE
North East LHIN Works to Help People with Acquired Brain Injury in
Sudbury Area
Increasing access to care in the City of Greater Sudbury community
Thursday, February 9, 2012, Sudbury -- On an average day, 44 Ontarians sustain a traumatic brain
injury. Most of them are teenagers and young adults. In fact it is the leading cause of death and
disability for those younger than 45.
“These patients often receive an alternate level of care designation and unfortunately, when 24 hour
care is required, a long-term care home can be the only solution and it‟s not always the „right place
and the right care,‟” said Louise Paquette, CEO of the North East LHIN.
Ken Vanderligt, a 24 year old heavy duty equipment mechanic, had everything going for him until an
ATV accident resulted in a severe brain injury.
Like many of these young adults with moderate to severe brain injuries, his mother Joe-Ann had to
face the prospect of applying to a long-term care home where his needs for intense physical and
cognitive rehabilitation would not be met – not to mention the age difference between Ken and the
other residents.
Joe-Ann met with the North East Local Health Integration Network, who agreed about the need to find
the right care for those with Acquired Brain Injuries (ABI).
Last year Ken was able to move into the newly opened Wade Hampton House in Sudbury. It is the
only congregrate care facility of its kind between Etobicoke and Thunder Bay.
Supported by the NE LHIN and run by the Ontario March of Dimes, the renovated former Sudbury
school is now home to 10 people with moderate to severe brain injuries. The home provides 24-houra-day, specialized care including emotional, behavioural and communications support, as well as
community orientation and life skills training.
Deanna Chisholm-Tullio, Regional Independent Living Manager for March of Dimes Canada, said
what makes the program unique is the “intense and consistent” team approach by staff to
rehabilitation, in addition to the personal care provided at the home. Because every brain injury is
unique, personal goals are set for each individual.
“We are able to see real progress through our combined strategies and service model,” she said.
The March of Dimes also runs six assisted living units in Sudbury, funded by the LHIN, for those who
require around six to 10 hours of care a day. In addition, it offers outreach support for individuals with
ABI who require about six hours of care a week. Across the North East it has about 140 clients it
helps through its outreach services (about 40% of that number are located in the Sudbury area).

Quick Facts:
The March of Dimes Brain Injury program began in 1994. It now provides , the full continuum of
ABI community care through a Day Centre, Outreach, Supportive Housing, Congregate Care, and
System Navigation services for individuals living with the effects of an acquired brain injury.
Acquired brain injury (ABI) means any injury to the brain that is not related to damage that
occurred during the birthing process, a congenital disorder or a degenerative disorder.

Photo Caption: Louise Paquette, CEO of the North East LHIN (left), meets with Ken and JoeAnn Vanderligt at the Wade Hampton House, a congregate care home in Sudbury for 10
individuals with moderate to severe Acquired Brain Injuries.
For more information or to arrange a tour of Hampton House, please contact: Lara Bradley,
Communications Officer, NE LHIN, 705-674-1492.
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